
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 17 March 2009] 

 p1824c-1825a 
Hon Adele Farina; Hon Wendy Duncan 

 [1] 

BUSSELTON FORESHORE STEERING COMMITTEE 

239. Hon ADELE FARINA to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Regional 
Development: 

I refer to my question without notice 221 of 12 March 2009 concerning the Busselton foreshore steering 
committee and the Minister for Regional Development’s answer, in which he stated that he had received 
correspondence from the member for Vasse in relation to the establishment of a Busselton foreshore steering 
committee before 9 December 2008. I refer also to my freedom of information applications concerning the 
Busselton foreshore steering committee and the Busselton foreshore redevelopment requesting all documents in 
relation to these matters, and the responses received from the minister’s office, dated 4 March 2009, stating that 
his office held no documents on these matters. 

(1) If the minister has received correspondence from the member for Vasse, why was the correspondence 
not provided as required by law pursuant to my freedom of information application? 

(2) Will the minister table a copy of all correspondence received from the member for Vasse, and all 
correspondence from the minister to the member for Vasse, concerning these matters? 

(3) If no to (2), why not? 

(4) Will the minister table any and all documents that should have been provided pursuant to the freedom 
of information applications detailed above? 

(5) If no to (4), why not? 

Hon WENDY DUNCAN replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. The minister has provided the following 
answer — 

(1) The answer provided by the minister to Parliament was correct. The minister received correspondence 
from the member for Vasse on 3 December 2008. In response to the member’s FOI requests, a search of 
the minister’s office records management system—called TRIM—was undertaken. The member was 
advised by the minister’s office that it did not hold those documents and that, under section 15 of the 
Freedom of Information Act, the application would be transferred to the relevant agency—in this case, 
the South West Development Commission. Although all correspondence is held by the South West 
Development Commission, the emails in the minister’s office were not searched. This oversight has 
been corrected and all relevant emails will be included in the FOI details provided to the applicant. The 
FOI applications are due on Wednesday, 8 April 2009, and the relevant correspondence will be 
provided by this date. 

(2) Yes. I seek leave to table the documents. 

Leave granted. [See paper 540.] 

Hon WENDY DUNCAN: The answer continues — 

(3) Not applicable. 

(4) All relevant documents will be provided to the member for freedom of information applications 
concerning the Busselton foreshore steering committee and the Busselton foreshore redevelopment. I 
am sure the member can appreciate the time it takes to collate this information. The information will be 
provided to the member by the due date of Wednesday, 8 April 2009. 

(5) Not applicable. 

The PRESIDENT: Members, I could not hear what the parliamentary secretary was saying because some 
members were being rude.  
 


